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On March 9, 1377, a huge new county.was created in
Colorado, Guanison County. This county, 140 mliles long and
30 miles wide, was the size of New Jersey and Connecticutt
c?moined. Included in it was old Lake County and what 1s
4 ngw Gunnison, Delta, Mesa, and dMontrose Councles as well as

nart of Pltkin, Curay, aad San Miguel Gounties.
$ After two unsuccesszful attempts to form a company to
;f;: lay out a town, Professor Sylvester Rlchardson, known as the
her of Guanison,' successfully laid out the town site
for Gu..nison in darch of 1379.2 Originally the town wa

'Center Was

called Guunison Center but very shortly the

However, the formation of a town in the valley was
not the first noticable activity in the area. As early as
1861, the first miners began to prospect in Washington
Gulen, Taylor Park, fent's Gulch, and Union Park. In 1872,
there was a new movement into the area under tiie leadership
of Dr. John Parsons which was centered in the part of Plitkin
County which later vecame part of Gununison County. The first
narrisge in the valley of tie Gunnison took place on Christ-

as Eve in 1275, when lir. James P. Kelley and Miss Anne

)
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Pingueley were wed.




Because of the great mining interests in the area and

their tremendous output two railroads began buillding lines

4

t0 Gunaison at the same time. Great rivalry developed ve-

.

nd the venver and

V)

tween the Denver and Rio Grande Western

first to reach

D

South Park railroads to see who would Dbe th
Gunnison. 2Ihe town split into East and West factions over
the race of tlue railroads. The race ended wnhen the Denver
and Ailo. Grande Western entered East Gunnison before the

Denver and sSouth Park could reach West Gunanison. T'he

n Guanison lived on

(=

rivalry of the East and West factions

until 1949 when the long-standing division was eliminated

(92}

by crezatiung North and South wards in the city.5 However,
during and alfter the race there had actually been 2 separate
town of West Gunnison.

The valley experienced sreat srowth in 1830 and 1881,
Mhere was uzreat traffic in Irelight trains and stage coaches.
However, most of the newly arrived mlgrants 4id not settle
in the town of Guanison itself out in the surroundlng mining
towns. Gunnison served as a jumping oif polint and as a
center oi suonply.

I'nis orief sumitary of the initlal history of Guanison

W

has been given as a vackyround for some of the events of
local importauce during the first half of the 1330's. The
rest of the paper will be concerned with the human aspects

of early Gunaison life,
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May 13, 1830, C. W. Morgan, an escaped killer from

Buena Vista, was shot and killed just west of Rogers and
Duval's corral. Many eyewitnesses saw deputy Isaac N,
Barrett kill Horgan. Morgan, alias 'Dutch Bill,' knew that
Barrett was coming after nim and disguised himself vut to
no avail. Several shots were exchanged ovefore the fatal one
wils fired.©

Travel time to and from Guinnison was speeded up when

a2 toll uridee over the “Yunnison River was opened to use
two-and-one-nalf miles west of town. Fees charged were
31.00 for regular wzgons and an extra $.50 for trail wagons,
8§.25 for each extra team, and #.50 for a horse rider.7

One of the many tragedies of the early period of the
development of +the Gunnison area occured December 4, 1379,
when Peter Jonnson of uwunnison got lost in a snow storm
with the Crested Butte mall carrier. The mall carrier be-
came too tired to go on and sent Johnson on anead to get
help. The mail cszrrier had to spend the night out but

was able to bulld himself a fire and reached help the next
day. Search parties were sent to look for Johnson but he
was not to be found. June 8, 1330 the well preserved body
was found burried near Ruby.'q3

Even as today, fashion brought a flurry ol comxent,
both poro ani con, but particularly the latter from the men

1

as evideuced vy the following quote from an 1330 newspaper.
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"In ma<ing his rounds this week, our fasnlion reporter
learned that the comin. hat for swumer to be worn by the
ladies is to be out of straw., 1t will be knocked 1in on the
front; Jammned in on the oack, shoved in on one side, and
kicked in on the top. Then the rim will be jammed up all

around to make the whole effect harmonious. It will be

=

trinmed with strips of sheet tin, sage hen wings, etc. It
is adeconom;cul £ind of hat, as it can be made by taking a
boy's old straw hat, running a wheel-barrow over it a few
times and then hitehing on what comes@andy."9

July 22, 13830 the first grand ball of the Bachelors of
Gunnison was held at the Cuenin House, the newest hotel in
Gunnison. [his was the first eveant of its «ind in thne clty
and men came from Lage City, Pitkin, South Arxansas, and
other towns for miles around. The dancing and festivity
lasted from 9:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. 10

A month later, on August 23, William dane, a Gunnisonite,
was prospectin. on Rock Creek a few miles from Gothilc
when a boulder rolled down a hill, hitting him on the head
and killing him instantly.!! The loss of population was
evened up six days later when the James Tolberts became the
parents of the first child born in West Gunnison. The chlld
was a ooy welighing 10 pounds.12

That fall negotlations were uaderway for a treaty with

thhe Indlans when the trusted Chlef Ouray dlied and was
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succeeded as chlef by Bapavanaro. There was muci worry about

the unsi.ned Indian treaty which was necessarily delayed.al-

h there was eventual ugrecuent.13

Pare)
()

There was also a humorous side to some of the more se-
rious hnappenings of life., Robert S. Breckenridge, a young
Philadelphian, was arrested and tried for murdering two
pro.ners. He was acquitted but the miners wanted blood.
He was escorted out of town to prevent possible 1lanjury oy
the anzry mob. After he reached home Breckenridge told of
the adve.tures during hils escape. An Indian scout had been
released Irom jail to lead him to safety and home. When
they reached Buena Vista they heard of plans to capture
Brecxe.rid.e and the two hastlily left town. They managed
to get the drop on the posse which followed them and took
their suns and horses and left them to find their way back
to Buena Vista. Very soon after 2reckeanridge turned the
horses loose for fear of velng arrested for horse stealling
; Ao D

and gave the Indian $150.00 to buy,fast mustangs. The In-
dian disappeared and Breckenridge wandered for days, fin-
: _ i G o B S e gl : 14
ally reaching Onaha aanl from there, home.

TH PR I

Murder is rct a »laazant thing, sapeclally when one 1s

- < = D

imnediately involved zs was the case when the Indians sought
revenge for the death of the son of one of the chiefs. How-
ever, in lignt of present day aloofness from the situation
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the subsequent panic and wealth of misinformation provides
an amusing story and an interesting comentary in the devel-
opment of communications during this era.

The first accounts of the shooting which occured on
september 27, 1880, were not reported tn the paper until the
gth of Octover. According to first reports, a group of
Indians led by Johnson, the son of Chief 3havano, stopped
a traln of frei:ht wagzons and asked for food. When they
didn't get any Johnson fired at a freighter. While he
reloaded, the freighter, Jackson, fired and killed Johnson.
An army guard was sent to protect Jackson but 1t was over-
powered by Indians and the freighter taken prisoner. Jack-
son's feet were burned, he was scalped alive, and then quar-
tered.

By Octover 16, 1330, the 'facts' of the killings had
been expanded somewhat. While in the protectlive custody of
the army, Jackson and his escorts had stopped at Cline's
ranch, owned by Captain Cline. Clinme offered to take Jackson
to Gunuison vecause he knew the chief and could bétter.pro-
tect the boy. On the way the Indlans took the boy prisoner,
Stakes were driven through his body, pinning him to the
ground; his ears, nose, and arms were cut orf and then his
vody was burned.

By October 23, Mr. Berry, the Indian agent, and Mr. Cline
had been arrested for the murder and Mr. Mecham, the Indlan
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commissioner had been subpoenaed as a wltness. Governor
Pitkin issued a statement: Berry, Mecham, and Cline, with

£

fifteen soldiers were accompaning Jackson when confronted
by 120 Indlans who threatened to kill the families of the
men zand the soldiers if Jackson was not surrendered. Jack-
son was surrendered., Then rumors flew that 200 Indians
were on their way to release Captain Cline from jail and

a flurry of gun and ammunition buyiny ensued.

From the Leadville Chronicle came a report that Agent

Berry was encamped on the reservation with U.S. troops

wno would protect him Ifrom arrest by state officers.
Governor Pitkin sent a telegram to George Yule, Gunnigon
sheriff, that Agent ZSerry was no longer under the protection
of the U.S. government and is hiding in the Indian camp.

By Novenmiber 13, startling new facts had been uncovered;
Johason, tne Indian supposedly shot by Jackson, was alive
and kicking. Meanwnlille, at the trial of Berry which was
taking place in Denver, a postponement of a week was announced,

A week later Captain Cline was released frouw Jjail on
a writ of habeas corpus.Berry's trial in Deaver was post-
poned becuuse the witnesses were unavalilable.

Another week passed and rumor circulated up from Del

4

Norte that Johnson was still alive. At the same time, fron

4

the same nlace came the rumor that Jackson had veen snot

<,

through the {leshy part of the arm and was still alive and
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was Lbeing held for ransom. Terms for the exchange were to
pe the release of Chief vDouglas who was being held in Leav-
enworth prison.

On December 13, 1380 the wody of Johnnson was found
near Lake City. The body of Jackson was found witin the
flesh eaten off by coyotes. He had been shot in the ab-
domen fifteen minutes after he was captured and only one-
fourth of a mile Ifrom where he was taken. The body was
not mutilated,

Early in the spring of 1881, Berry, Cline, a delega-
tion of Utes, and soldiers passed through Guunison on their
return from an unsuccessful mission to Washington. Ac-
cording to reports Berry and Cline still retained the con-
fidence of the government 1n spite of their still veing
charged with complicity in Jackson's murder.15

Turning to otner thiangs, Just prior to Christmas in

30O

1330, 'Deadwood' McKelvey and his mother opened the Long
Branch restaurant. 10 Starting the new year off right, the
first colored child 1ian Guinnison was born in West Gunnison
on iew Year's Day.!7

Fevruary 4, 1831, Charlie 3ipes was shot by Jimmy Good-
rich. Goodrich was drunk and shooting at random up and Jdown

the street when 3Sipes stepped into the path of a bullet. The

doctors felt that 3ipes would more tnan likely dle. By
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February 12, the attending physiclans were expressing con-
fidence in Charlie 3Sipes' unituzate recovery.13

word provaoly spread rather quickly among tine male pop-
ulation of the area as well as of the town when six Temales
of 'doubtful virtue' arrived in Gunnison on April 14, 18381,19
Druniken driving is hardly a modern prob
July of 1331, a drunken railroad man by the name of Ulngle
was driving a sprirted team and had his wife and child in

the buzwey with him when it collided with a telegraph pole

(e 1 |

£

on Tomichi Avenue. The whole family was thrown out of the
ougey and the wife and child narrowly escOped jeath, 20

Phat year the Fourth of July celebration went a little
for the four prisoners being -held in the county jail.
4

four ol thew escuped through the transom alter breaking

of their cells. Rewards were offered for Jennings aic
Brénnan, who were oeing neid for murdere21

Rounding out July was another rowdy drunk. Churles
woods was drinking in a bar and drew a knife, refusing to
pay for his drinks. Henry Anderson, the saloon owner, hit
Woods over the left ear with a bottle, knocking him down
and Cracturins his skull.The doctors reported the wound a
dangerous one aund that Woods will probably die. Anderson

was jalled.?=
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Not long 'after there was a non-fatal shooting. Jake
3mith auﬁérwn& Lewls rode through the streets oI Guuaalson,
Tiring uL random. While they were raising Hell they shot
Reuben Thom in the thigh, ¢razing the bone. It was 2 paln-

ful but not danzerous wound. Smith and Lewis fled and out-

1

distanced the persulng posse. They were later caught in

&

J.

Lake C

[

{
v

. i - 2
ty and returned to the wunnison jail.“3

In the middle of September in 1831, two girls arrived
in town with a woman named Frankie, 'an inmate of a baudy

house in the northern oart of town.' Almost simultaneously

)

heriff Clarke got telegramns from the girls' families and

went the the house where they had been taken and found them

in tears. It seems that they had veen led to believe that
they were to Le domestics aund were greatly relieved to find

that theilr families were comingz for them.24

Just a few days later a rather unusual beatling occured.

Iwo women in the laundry ousiness attacked a Chlnese laundry-

[

who was new in town and was seriously hurting thelr

—
=
—
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ousiness. To atiract some help the Chinaman fired his pistol
in the air. The police showed up and arrested the Chinanan.
wnile on their way to the Ja2il the women and thelr husbands
smashed the Chinaman's ldandry. Everyone was arrested and

they were each fined $#5.00 plus costs. Crowds gathered and

threatened to lynch the Chinaman, but the officers pro-
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tected him with suns aad put him in jJail (for his own pro-
tectiou?).25 The whole tone of of the story indicated
that th; Chinaman was properly treated‘and the the police
were extremely courageous for defending him so well.

The same week that the Chinaman was beaten the Negroes
in town provided some excitement of their own. The fight
occured 1n a 'coon dive' kept by a man namwed Dixon. John
Johnson and Tom Thomas and others, all colored, were playing
poker when a dispute arouse over the pot. Johnson raxed

1
s

in the pot and asked the bartender to cash the chipse  nlhl

m

vartenier refused until the dispute had been settled to the
satisfaction of everyone at the tuble. At that he went ve=-
hind the bar and got a pistol which the bartender, vJixson,
promptly took from him. Phen Johnson picked up a chair

and advanced on Thomas, who fired his gun into the floor.

' head, xnocking him to

Johnson vroxke the chalr over Thomas
the floor. While on the floor, he fired again, the tullet
striking Jehnscr in the aodomen and ranging upward. From
gsomewhere Johason also received a shot in the shoulder;
Just how it was never discovered. In any case, Johnson ran
next door into the Delta Saloon, crylng that he had been
shot. After linsering for ten or twelve hours he lied.
Thomas was arrested and held under a bond of @1,000.00.26
September 29, 1381, the colored people of wunnlson

neld their first grand ball i1a the Thompson and McLeod
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building. ZITwénty-five couples and a total of elghty people

were present at the gight of the ball. There was dancing
from 11 p.m, until Qaylight to the music of =a band composed
of three violins, a guitar and a banjo.27

In August of 1883, the National Mineral Expositlon was
held in Denver., There was, of course, a display of Gun-
nison area ores. Even though the Exposition was poorly
planned and organized, the Gunnison exhibit generated enough
interest that the Executive Committee of Gunnison asked the
railroads to lower rates during the Exposition so that people
could easily afford to see Gunnison.28

Guunnison was also beginning to develop a cultural life.
In the middle of August, the famous planist and former
soloist with the New Yor k Philharmonic, Miss Julle Rive-

King gave two musical concerts. OShe was asslsted by Miss

Hattie Louise Simms, a soprano. Both concertis, which were
given in the Court House, were financial successes, 29

A third raillroad reached Gunnison in September of 1882,
The South Park branch of the Union Pacific arrived in Gun-
nison on Septwiiber 1, It was the shortest route by eighty-
five miles since it went through Alpine Tunnel and over

0

W

Kenosha Passe.
The second of Septeunber was also a holiday, declared to
celebrate the laying of the cornerstone of the new school
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located at the corner of Georglia Avenue and Colorzdo Street.

)

The cornerstone wazs layed vy the lMasonic fraternity with

the ritual of laying and the line of march being observed, !
Po further add to the festivities of the day the Globe

lheatre opened for the season. Featured was the -trapeze

act of Mr. and Mrs. James LeClarr; J. G. Flecher, a legro

comedian; John dMulligan who performed Irish Comedy; and

the dance team of Wade and Mack, which was not up to par

because of i1llness. There were also some gzood ballad singers.’?2

[

Prouress as well as culture came to Guanlson, this time
in tne form of gas streetlights. However, the first light-
ing left something to be desired. O'Geran, who was assigned

to light the lamps, had a few troudles as a result of

faulty matches and air in the gas lines. The first match

idn't work and the second couldn't get a flame lit. The

&

third one finally did the job. Because of this work,

0'Geran was called the 'First Illuminator of Gununison, '3

Senteuwver 13, the Presbyterian Church brouisht the

Tennessee Jubilee and Plantation 3ingers to town. Thelr
repitoire included social, plantation, river, and cabin
gongs and scenes and sketches of plantation 1ife, 3%

Azain in 1383 the new year got off with a bang, but with
a different sort of a bang. On the second day of the year
Mrs. Pat Cowmfort had her husband arrested for beating her.

Pat was fined $25.00 and court costs by Judge Wadsworth.
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Mr. Comfort became abusive and was fined an additional §5.00.
Mrs. Comfort, who was the support of the family, had to
hock her watch to pay the fines. Two days later Pat Comfort
wzs agaln arrested for wife Deating. fhis time Mrs., Comfort
elther nhad no money or refused to pay his fine, but in any
event Pat was jailed.. In the jeil he got ahold of, and
drank,a bottle of carbolic zcid and chloride lime cleaning
colution. After being treated by a doctor, he
was sent home with little hope of recovery.35 Since no
further mention was made of the man one can elther assume
that he deserved to die aad did so, or that he was ornery
enoush to recover.and did so.

Local tazlent was given a chance to express itselfl on
the tenth of January when the Guanison Dramatic Cluo put
on a pnlay entitled "The Turn of the Tide" at Suith's Opera
House. There was a good turn out although the second night
was better than the firste. Following the first performance,
the Dramatic Club sponsored a dance which lasted until
1.a.0. with music furnished by an orchestra under the di-
rection of Professor Kopfer.36

Gunnison had been incorporated as a city in February
of 1882 and by 1333 she had made real -progress toward be-
coming a modern small city. 3She had water works, gas works,

o
a telephone system, $200,000,00 invested 1n,hotel,, three

(14)




school houses, and seven churches, altogether a lot of pro-

gress in a few short years of existence.o!

As in wost towns of today, early Gunnison had trash
regulations. 9. Rothschlild was even fihcd #5.00 for burning
rubovish in hkis yard.Bg

Churches played an important part in the lives of many
people. Gunuison church life was active enough, 1in fact,
that the Reverned George L. Hart of the iKethodist Chwurch was
ordained in duanison on July 11, 13833. This was the first
ordination to take place and all interested presons were in-
vited to attend both the ordination and the reception which
followed,-?

The same day as the ordinatlion work was begun on a
large skating and rowing park behind the proposed new house
of Captain Loudon iullin, Mullin was also the owner of
one of the largest and finest hotels and restaurants in
Gunnison. Water from the Gunnison River was taken Dy a
conduit to the natural basin vehind the house., In the mid-
dle of the pond was an island oane-fourth of a mile in di-
ameter. In suumner the lake was to ve used for rowing with
the management providing row boats for a rental fee. In

, G - 3 3 ; A : 2,
winter the lake was to Ve used as a skating rink,“0
Just after the Fourth of July, and probably because of

i1t,a tragic accident occured. GEddle Kroll, four years
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0old, accildeistally got ahold of a can of gunpowder which

had carelessly been left lying around and threw a lighted
match into the can thinking it was some sort of a firework.

The powder exploded and burned Eddie's face badly. He

1
‘
\Jﬁ?

recovered with intensive care, but,disfigured for life,4!
The Boulon Variety Company arrived in Gunnison in
he middle of July and played at the Academy of ilusic.
They drew only a small audlence and consequently, small re-
muneration.42
Toward the end Of that year Miss Katle Putnam, an
actress and ner Professional Acting Troupe came to town,
and put on a five act scenario comic drama, 'Lena the
Madcap.' Performed in the Gunnison Opera House, it met
with more success than the Boulon Varlety Uompany.43
Influenced by the national movement no doubt, a
Lyceum was set up for the Gunnison school children,%4
As in many small towns and in some large ones, Gun-
nison had her odd characters. One such was Aaron Dubar,
better known as 'Cochetopa Shorty.' Shorty had a govern-
ment pension of some sort and came to town once a month to
plcik up his mail and the check. His usual course of action
was to cash the checx and go on a drinking spree. If he
wasn't arrested for a drunken disturbance he could be
seen on his way home pe=-rched precariously on the high

- - ¢ (1‘
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spring seat of his wagon. Once in a while the voys of

the town would exchange a front and rear wheel and get

a gZreat kick out of the resulting 'drunk' look the wagon
had. Shorty didn't seem to mind and came back the next
month for his check and a spree. In June of 1883 the paper
reported that Shorty had veen in Guanison for several days
as a guest of the city. The city needed work done on its
streets eveir then and he was put to work on Virginia

Avenue. March, 1835, the Review Press reported: "The

Cochetopa waltz was successfully performed today by Mar-
shall Harper. He took the 'Eaperor' in charge and waltzed

him to the cooler. The last time was seven months ago."

Shorty must have been improving.45
Neighoorhood animosity developed off and on, too. Two
neigthors got into it over the chickens of one eating the
sarden of the other. Things came to a head.when the one
whose garden was velng eaten was halled into court on the
cﬁarge of hittlng her neighbor over the nhead with a hoe.46
One of the most profitable cultural adventures under-
taked in Gunnison, at least in terms of effort expended
and civic pride derived, was the March 1884, production
of the opera, 'Queen Esther.' Only home-grown talent was

used in the opera which was in rehersal for several weeks.

There were seventy members of the chorus. Because of the
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size of the chorus the whole group could not get on the
stzge to perform the last scene. Costumes for the pro-
duction cost a total of $1500.00 with $300.00 worth of
these coming frow the Kinghts Templars in vunnison. One
amusing incident occured before the curtaln even went up.
¥r. Pabor nad come all the way from Grand Junction to see
the performance and as he sat waiting for it to begin the

usher came up and pulled the seat out from under hiwm so

the mayor, Mr. Rockefeller, could have his rightful seat.

It was later discovered that the seat had indeed been re-
cerved for lMr. Pavor and an apology was issued to him and
the the city of Grand Junction for mlistreating one of her
citizens.47

Just north of the present site of the First Natlonal
Bank was 2 oawmobling house. There Wyatt Earp ran the faro

game in the early eighties.43

Also in the first part of 1884, there was another fatal

shooting, this time over a poker game. O.N. 'Jack' fel-
logg and 4illis Kissee were playing when a dispute arose
over the game. Kellogg accused Kissee of hitting him in
the nose and Kissee said he hadn't hit Kellogg. In the

ensuing fight Kissee was shot through the heart and died

instantly. Kellogg was shot through the vitals and died

twenty hours later,%9
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Becruse the LaVeta Hotel was so widely known then and

4

liar to residents of at least this area, con-

e

e e M . ¥
EVEn now 1s 1am

siderable space will be devoted to 1t..3etty Wallace gives

the best account of the hotel and its importance to the city

of Gunnison so her account will be the chief source of in-

el

formation for this part of the paper.

Construc-ion of the hotel was vegun in the spring of
1881, on South 3oulevard and Gunnlson Avenue, but finan-
oinl reverses forced the orizinal financer to withdraw
from the oroject and B.W. Lewis took over in august of 1832,

‘e organized the Lewls Hotel and Improvment Company, retalined

the position of treasurer for hlmself and immediately went

M

anhead with the construction of the hotel.

By October the bdullding had rised to a heizht of 125
feet nvbDVe the street. On May 10, 1883, the building was
complete except for a few lnside furnishinu:s and fixtures.
Carpets were being made up in 3t. Louis to fit each room,
Clark D. Frosi, the first lessee, gave up hils contract in

disgust and ~rotest when the hotel was not finished by the

Fourth of July. D.C..McCanne served as manager when the hotel

£ o
finally

opencd in 1384,

Until this point the newspapers had been referring to

o

the hotel as the Lewls House, but for some reason Fr. Lewls
3

objected to the hotel vearing his name. 3ince the linens,
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ru;s, draperies, lobby cnairs, and other hotel equipment
bore the monogram L.H. 1t became necessary to Iind a name

which would fit the initials. cCanne hit upon the name

of LaVeta and it was a‘owted.5o :

"Although its Grand Opening was not celeorated until
May, 22, 1834, sleeping and dining accommodations were opened
to the public April 15, and the billiard room and bar went

into operation May 1, with 'good music and iree lunch, '"o1"
'Local papers gave a full description of the
edifice:

The building 1s a combination of Queen Anne
and modern architecture, four stories in helght,
with basement and garret. It covers a space of 125
feet square. A mansard roof covers the front en-
trance., Two wide balconies, oullt into the struc-
ture, extend in front of the second and third
stories. In addition to the main bullding is an L
kitchen, thirty feet by forty feet.

The vasement on the Boulevard is divided into
six rooms, one of which is handsomely fitted up as
an office of the Lewis Hotel and Improvement Com-
pany; another is the bath and barber departuent.

There are on tiie ground floor a bank contein-
ing a fireproof vault, with elegant black walnut
furniture; three storerooms; a large billiard room,
forty feet by fifty-six feet, having six of the best
tables mnuuf:cvurCJ, atid a bar, back of which is
the largest plate 21155 miprror in ‘Golorado;‘a
gent l"ﬁ“l's readins: room, separated from the two
mein entrances by plate glass partitlons of novel
desicn and remaraole besuty; and the rotuada,a
verfect gem of architecture. The floor of this
rotunda is forty feet by fifty-six feet, and the
lignt ‘is admitted from above through h”m“ereu
islass skylights. The inside finlsh 1s of costlliest

aat llveliwoods L Touthe wpighih ol the! roguridasi s sthe

dining room, fifty feet by eighty feet, furnished
with the most eypengive Zas flxuures and all mod-
ern col nc“umccg The kitchen is a model of nest-
ness aid convenience, and is provided with all in-

ventions 1in raages wli utensils kxnown to the pro-

()

feaslonal cooity

(20)
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Phe*main stairway is one of the finest pleces

of work of the kind in the west. It 1s made of

ine black walnut, ash, and oak, and 1s covered
with corrug~ated brass plates., This stalrway alone
cost vbetween $6,000 and $7,000. Aside from the
thiree stairways is an clevator., Oh the second
Tloor are asovout forty sleeping rooms and a large
parlor. The parlor is richly furnished, and
opens on a balcony which comuande a view of the
city and of the Elk Mountains. The third and
fourth stories consist of sleepling rooms, mak-
ing in all one hundred and seven. The nalls and
rooms bthroughout are carpeted with the best and
latest designs of velvet and Brussels carpets.
Phe furniture of the hotel was made exclusively
for it, and has the letter L worked into it.
Steam heat, water, and electric bells add to the
general comfort and convenience.22

©o

The formal opening of the LaVeta Hotel on May 22, 1384
was a Masonlc-=gponsored event in the social 1life of Gun-

nison. The ally dressed people attended a banquet in the

<

3

huze new dining room of the hotel and afterwards the tables
and cuairs were cleared to #gmke room for the grand ball
which followed. The men folk partook rather heavily of
the chanpagne orovided by the man . gement and in many cases
the dancing became something iess than gracelful. The party
asted until dawn and newnaper coverage was proportionately
as lOHQ.BB
The gala grand opening of the LaVeta Hotel was some-

thing of a cap to the boom of Gunnison. Even when the
hotel was opening there were empty vusiness OuilQings in

b

the business areas of the city. The boom was ending and

4 i

to settle down. ‘he

the clity of Gunnison was beginning

(21)




LaVeta was mever to recosnlze the potential for whiicl. she
had been built. Since the opening marks the ending of the
era of rapid srowth and prosperlity for Gunuison's early
days, it is a fitting place to close the paper. The paper
has been an attempt to hit the highlights of the early
nistory and to try Lo at least outline the personality of

young “unnison.
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