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COLORADO TROLLEYS
Where and When

Denver
1871-1950

Pueblo
1879-1948

Colorado Springs
1887-1932

Cripple Creek
1897-

Greele
1910-1923

Ft. Collins
1907-1952

Boulder
1899-1931

Trinidad
1904-1926

Grand Junction
1890-1928

Durango
1883-1920

Leadville
Aspen
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Horsecars on lower Seventeenth Street. The towered building a the end of the
street was the union station. (Denver Public Library V\ule‘m Collectic dn)' i

Denver's horsecat barna were at Seventeenth and Wynkoop. (State Historical

DENVER

While additional lines were built and while any number of
changes were made along the already established lines, Denver’s
basic transit system was pretty well e:uhhshed by 1900. Up until
then more than forty companies had med to provide the
Mile High City with transportation services, In time, they al}
consolidated into the Denver City Tramway Company, a complex
system of some 156 miles of track.

he city's first transit service started with horsecars in
1871, The Hidle cars were. pulled over two. miles of frack from
Seventh down Larimer to Sixteenth Street, along Sixteenth to
Champa Street and then out wenty-seventh. Meeting with
the public’s approval, were built, and by 1884 the
hmany boasted Torty-five cars, 200 horses and more than 100
employees.

favolved. local pmblcms Horsecars returned.

of great rivalry in cable line comuuctmn I.\etween
two companies then followed. Denver, m 190, had one of the
world’s most complete cable car system: ven mlle line was
believed to have been the longest cable route in the world.

Attention about this time once again turned to Lhe development
of the elctric car. The technique of picking up power from over.
head wires had been ined by then, and by 1900 all the city’s
e e e i 5

Early in the century, the tramway company built an inter-

urban line from the city to the foothills, reaching Golden by

way ag rvada. A second line, via Lakewood, was built to Golden
in 190¢

idea for the use of trailer cars during the rush hours w
:Dncewed in 1912 and eight years later over 120 of these l"nfty three
passenger trailers were in service. An estimated 3,700 Denver Un-
lve:islty students earned their way through  cassés by serving 2
conductor

While buses were brought into tramway service as early as
1925, streetcars continued in use in Denver until 1950. Then for
still another five years, the big electric rubber-tired trolleys,
introduced in 1940, continued to run on some of the city’s streets.




Demrer was served by a system of horsecars from 167

is one operated over

L
a,mile and a quarter of track in east Demer. The pulled the car up from

'to Colorada’ Boulevard then boarded ihe. truler for the voturn
- (Blate Historical Society of Cotorade)

Many vears after all of Denver:
line continied o ope
i B

ther horsecars hud etired, the Cherrelyn
tourist_curiosity. The
u;h Picaadnns M oen vass’ bak| e

enver’ first electric cars operated on Fifteenth Street during the mid-1880s.
ey mre soon sdandoned however n favor of horse and cable cars. (State
Historscal Societs of Colorado

wrence. By 1890, Dener's cable car system was
the country. One line, 63,600 feet long, was the

Cable car
one of the
longest cabl




Denver City Tramway's central loop in 1906. (State Historical Society of Colo.)

The Denver Tramway's power house once stood at the corner of Colfsx and
Broadway. Cable cars are seen in the foreground. (State Historical Society
of Colorado)

wrence was one of downtown Denver's busy streets, electri
nced gt it eves few mimutes day and mght. (atsie Hisioricl Society
of Colorade)

Denver's first electric car with the overhead tralley went into service on
istmas day 1889, on South Broadway. e Historical Society of Colorado)




Trolleys at Fifteenth and Curtis, at the turn-of-the-century. (State Historical

Society of Colorado)

ing to the right, Curtis Stre Denver's entertainment center, streetears traveled
he time was 1900, e bright e & lled it the world's best lighted street. (Denver Public
Library Western C )

d for Broadway.
stands, was th
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he first Sixteenth Street viaduct.

Open air obsers + became popular in Denver as the city's fame as a he firat Eixtomnth, Sireet yankes

ter spread. They operaied ox eral Toutes, some running as
den. "The Tsrown Palace Hotel can he.seen hehind the car. (State
ety of Colorado)

l Three cars on the busy East Seventeenth Avenue route. (State Historical
‘resh air cars were esps pular in mile hnnn Denver which at the turn S
b iy wan's TveriiboslIh cunder: (Demter Tramway Colloction) Society of Colorado)
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Woeber Carriage Company of Denver built many of the cars
P i o s, e i ey ot (State Historical
Society of Colorado)

During World War I, Denver Trams,
nd r P

employed many women as conductors
few as “motormen.” (Den >

lic Library Western Collection

Reading the overhead ads was a favorite pastime of the people who racked to
and from their destinations on streetears. The cars had a nightly bath.
Denver Trammay Coltetion

in the summer of 1920 when

14 15




Denver Tramway Building and car barn between Thirteenth and F:
Streets on Arapahoe. (Denver Public Library Western Collection)

Storage tracks were located on two levels of the Arapahoe barn in downtown
Dexver, I8 was the cantral divnion carbouse, (Danver Publlc Likeary Western
Collection)

These were the Broadway yards of the Denver Tramway. They were at South
Broadway and West Alaska Place. (Denver Tramway Collection)

The power that drove Denver's elec was_generated in this giant
plant Tocated at Fourteenth and Plate. (Denver Tramway Collection)
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Car number 381 on Sixteenth at t days before service ended. The
S My o B0 a0 the Fight. (tate Hintorical Soriety of Cotora

Wiror Soeed il ek Vi o i i i well iod Baruvse
car returning to that area from downtown. The rental of advertising space
for special events added to the company’s income.

Street car and Denver-built Woeber trailer he Colorado state capitol In mn hne kmd gl rolley started to roll through Denver, These rubber
buildi ing on rosdway. The gold domed buildin o s <ol s Ml AL rolley, d the city with clean, quiet transportation for another five
sea level. (Denver Public Library Western Collection) State Historical Society of Colorade)
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Denvers last n June 5, 1950. It was a sad day for many
Demveritenr Cstate Historical Society of Colorado)

IUs all over. These bright yellow Denver Tramway cars are waiting to be
junked. (Staie Historical Society of Colorado)

20

PUEBLO

Pueblo was only four years old when, in 1874, the city fathers
first pondered a proposal for a street railway system. The city
was growing by leaps and bounds, and its busy streets were ither

in mud or dust. The people were demanding a public
transportation s

The Pueblo Chieftain wrote: “Give us horsecar:

It wasn't until 1879 however that horsecar service did begin.
The first line ran from Union and West B to North Santa Fe and
Fifth Street, then the “hub” of Pucblo. People of the city gladly
paid their ten cent fares for the slow but comfortable ride.

When the new steel mill of the Colorado Fuel & Iron Corpora-
tion went into operation, the tra ended its narrow gauge
timels o that piant. and then on o other parts of the city.

etears until June 6, 1890,
gl that

rses umtmuod to pull the
a date that marked a real m -nme in Pucblo’s pro
was the day le stretear system became electr
the mew c tarted moving through. the city at Fhe amazing
Specd of twelve miles an hour!

It was the sed nd city west of the Missis: to adopt
the new form of transportation. r'uul.-lu in fact, had lectric cars
before New York, Chicago, Washington or Boston.

Keeping pace mm the rapid growth of the Steel City, the
Pueblo City Railw mpany continued its expansion and

turn of the century, Pucbloans could ride almost Anvwhere in
town for only a nickel. The company operated cars over seventy-
eight miles of track.

The first electric cars were small nfhxr: but by about 1900
large 36-passen; nigericataivers comin; ogue. These larger
cars handled the SR v until the
eatly twenties, when the development of automobiles cut into
volume of traffic and profits. It was then that the smaller ey
cars were put into use, first on the stub lines, and by 1930 on the
main lines.

El

Experiments with buses began in Pueblo Brior to World War
1L In 1946, the first ones went into service. But it wasn't until
1948, that the transition from streetcars to g finally
completed.




Until 1883, this giant cottonwood tree stood,in the middle of Pusbio’s Union
venue, route of City's first horsecar. (Collection' of ‘the Southern From the early part of the century, modern streetcars on double tracks lent
Colorado Power Company) & metropolitan (ouch to. Pueblos Main' Street. (State Historieal Society of

Pucblo's little hunwnln held twelve passengers. This car traveled from the
city to the then new “steel works™. (Collection of the Southern Colorado Fower The scene changed in a few years with the addition of new street lamps and
a new form of transportatior
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Ll Sl in ‘ot of the Pu hlo County Court House. ((uﬂrclum of the

pictured
Southern Colorado Power Compan:

brik barns an South Victeria Street which housed Pueblo’s
Arkansas Valley Light and Pow mer Company
uthern

ight
easatatut the porrer (o venthe earec(Cellecton of the 5
Elorade Power Company

hey
rian and conducior. (Collection o the Southarn Colorads Power Companyy
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COLORADO SPRINGS
&
MANITOU SPRINGS

Colorado
portatio

Springs enjoyed the convenience of a public trans-
service starting in 1887. That was the year the first
went. into. use. on Temn Street between Costlla_and
t Cache La Poudre Streets. The f s soon extended farther
e T o s (ot ey

Electric cars replaced Lhe hmse cars in 1890, but the transit
system did not grow with town until after Cripple Creek
mining king Winfield Scott &u(\mm bought it in 1900 for $350,000.
Before he died, two year he had pumped over
into the system, mukmg RCa A Springs & Interurban Railway
one of the finest city transportation organizations in the world.

New lines were bull( to reach Prospect Lake, Manitou Springs,
Broadmoor, Stratton Park and Roswell. Eighty spiffy new cars
ran over the systems forty-one miles of track.

Colorado Sp first electric c operated on Tejon Street, out
S eatton Park. This icture was probably taken in 1690,  (Dénver

ark,
Library Western Collection)

he motormen were all outfitted in new blue suits. They
ﬁhare(l with another 120 employees in the first group insurance
plan sponsored by any transit company in the country. The company
Tiso heiped their employees buy their own homes through a unique
home loan plaz
On the d..y Stratton died, all the streetcars in Lolorado
Springs stopped running for five minutes. His investment in the
city’s transit system was not financially justified. Multi- ‘millionaire
Stratton just wanted his town to have the best, and he didn’t care
what it cost him.

far
ublic

After Stratton’s death, the men who managed his vast estate
maintained the streetear system at the same high level. Starting
about 1911, the company faced constantly deuemmg tmm and
it resorted to various measures to reduce expens schedules
were cut back. Then by 1919 all the big long car £ S replaced
with smaller ones which cost less to operate.

On the last day the streetcars operated in Colorado Springs,
;gmfggl)y,uoa people turned out for a final ride. That was April

hile Manitou Springs was linked to s sister city by Stratton's
interurban, it also had its very own trolley system from 1895 to
1938, The little line, which was only about. three-quarters of &

- mile lum{, van from " the Loop.in Manitou, end of the Colorado
Tejon Stoet car croming Pikes Pk A 'x"r."'u' cary ls:o.z. o The original Sprin up Ruxion Avenue to-Iron Springs and the Pikes
ilers Hotel re in ' the background. (Denver Public

Library Westeen Conoction yii o Mo dopot
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ate Historical Society of Colorado)

e Namber 52t te Pl

n Cheyens Canyn'spouar Sttt Prk. (WestrnHisor
ment, Penrose Public i 4

rary - James O. Hermansen Collection

28

“Busy Corner” a block from the new Antlers in this

A titte trolley line i bout, th le long,ran between, th
Loop_in Manitou, the end of the Colorado Springs nd the Pikes Peak
Cog Road depot. (Denver Public

29




No expense

and ceilings
0 150 with s

e mas spared in buiking Colorade el i f orty-two
foot cars were pai -ach

nted oliv d cherry wood doors, frosted glass
of Inlaid birdseye maple. The cars seated 100 comfor(ably and up.
ome crowding. (Penrose Public Library

During the t
Springs and
Western Coll

ars like this one were run be
.+ (Denver

ourist season, op
Manitou, as often as every two m
ection)

olor
ublic Library

30

Many of the streetcars which apesiad s Caioralls Sestumr wore et 2l
ml.rhm in the transit company’s own car barn. (Denver Public Library Western
Collection;

Studebaker sprinkler car at the foot of the W overpass. The
el b AL sl
(Penrose Public Library)

31




. CRIPPLE CREEK & VICTOR

about a quarter of a century, the cities and the mines of
the famed Cripple Creek gnld camp’ were joined together by the
highest interurban rail in North America. The little electric
cars curved through rugged canyons and el er steep hills to
serve almost every comer of the mining district, perched so high
in the Colorado Rockie:

The first system, el High Line, came into_bein
1 in 1897. The six-mile line ran between Cripple Creek and Victor
via Midway and attle Mountain, reaching an elevation of 10,487
feet near Midway, The High Line’s little forty passenger cars ran
on an hourly sehedule until well after midight
In 1899, The Low Line was built from Cripple Creek to Victor
by way of Anaconda and Elkon, and on to Gofield and ndepen
dence.” Low Line cars ran every thirty minutes day and night.
Owing to the gold camp’s Jecline, trolley service there was
greatly reduced after 1919. The trolleys stopped running altogether
in 1922, By then, only 6,000 penple lived in the district which had
once boasted a population of over 5

treetcars was in the 500 block of
. (Penrose Public Library)

;b for the Colorado Springs
oy Ry Ry 854 still

A1 he citien and many of he mines of the Cripple Creek Disrct were con:
s Penk Avenue and bout 1929, three years before streetears were octed by = complex iraptcar sviten; This taru-of.the-coutury map indice
replaced by buses. (lknver Public Library Western Collection)

33
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35 Bumnect Avewne, Ceipple Creak's smaln strest” Blecric ears
wEh the ciy's princinal mirects Trom 187 unti 1522,

ictor, trolley cars rattled through the downtown

When 18,000 people live
section every few minutes.

34

le Creek District could a miner. ride 3 modern clectric car
ix own neighborhaod to the gold mines where he worked. This
line car is seen at the Portland Mine. Seven hundred men worked there.

. A
trequent runs throughout the gold camp,
g.d L -m m:m T e e oty Tve comin: (Donver Public Library Westers
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Double tracks an through downtown Greeley along Eighth Avenue, the towns
street. The old Camfield Hotel can be seen at the right. (Greeley Mu-
pal

e D
Sevenih Sireet and Twelfth Avanue,
Two of the s lo serve Greeley meet at the corner of Seventh
Sireet and Twelten Avencer (Greeley Municipal Museum)

36
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GREELEY

Greeley was the last city in Colorado to have streetcars and
one of state’s first cities to see the abandonment of its electric
car line. From start to finish the Greeley & Denver Railroad
Company was in all kinds of trouble.

During the laying of track for the car line, Greeley's first
serious labor trouble developed. Some fifty workmen struck for
$1.65 a day, twenty cents more than they were being paid. Even
though the strike did delay construction some, transit service
still got underway in June of 1910.

Service in Greeley started with four second hand cars bought
from the city of Spokane. They ran over three and one-half miles
of track which formed a convenient city loop. A second line, two

iles long, ran out Fourteenth Avenue to Island Grove Park to
accommodate rodeo and fair crowds.

There was never an expansion of the original lines but the
equipment was up-dated in 191
American Car Company cars. These were single-truck, one-man
operated, Birney safety cars, painted green and with natural oak
interiors.

Two years later disaster struck when the car barns burned to
the ground resulting in a $35,000 loss. By then, too, Greeley’s love
affair with the automobile had begun and the company’s revenue
was off sharply. Even though maintenance of the line was eut
back to the bare minimum and expenses were reduced, there still
came a day when there was no money to meet the payroll.

A totally unique plan was then tried. The operators were
allowed to pocket whatever five cent fares they could collect just to
keep the cars running. Most of their time, one operator recalls,
was spent in patching the cars to make them last another day.

The situation went from bad to worse during the early 1920s
as the old equipment continued to deteriorate. Finally, only Lwo
cars were in service. Then parts from one of them were us
keep the other going. Even it had to be Jjunked in 1923, and the
line was dismantled.

37




orty-four p...m-m u«. r-built Woeber electric cars were used in Fort
oo Piecnee er the system in 1915, The original big cars were
{hen nked: (Flonese Musewm Foet Lot

In spite of the total destruction of the car, no one was hurt. It collided with a steam
thovel on the Lindenmeler Lake line near the Great Westera Sugar Factory.
ioneer Museum, Fort Coll
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FORT COLLINS

In a 1947 story about streetcars, The Saturday Evening Post
wrote: “For truly fancy performance in the field of transit, no
place on earth can beat Fort Collins, Colorado, smallest town in the
United States to boast a trolley system.”

Then and until the end, Fort Collins had three street cars
running over three single track routes. The little Toonerville Trolley
kind of an operation held two pretty impressive distinctions. It had
the lowest fares of any transit system in the nation and for some of
its years, it made money for the city.

Fort Collins became a “‘streetcar town’” in 1907 when Denver
and Interurban Railroad built a short line along College Avenue
and out to the resort at Lindenmeier Lake. The company’s Fort
Collins investment did not pay out and so in 1918, streetcar service
was stopped. The following year, the city itself took over the line.

First off, the city junked the big Denver and Interurban cars
and put new little Birney cars into service. Then, the Lindenmeier
Lake line was discontinued and some four miles of new track re-
laid, The city operated the system as the Fort Collins Municipal
Railway then, for about a third of a century without anymore ex-
pansions and with few improvements in rolling stock.

A very personal kind of a transit system, the little cars often
stopped at will between regular stops along the city’s tree lined
avenues to accommodate the people. And while an effort was made
to maintain a schedule, one rider recalls how the cars weren’t always
on time but he allowed it didn’t make much difference.

The end came in 1951 after several reprieves. Actually, the line
had lost the city money for several years and it was generally known
that the cars were not in very,good repair. What made it even worse
for the old line was an independent bus company’s interest in
establishing a broad new transit system for the growing city.

But Fort Collins loved her dinky old streetcars and she held on
to them just as long as she could. Even when the buses did take to
the streets there, it was understood they were simply being *‘tried.”

39




After the city took over the system, (

litle Birney cars, painted silver and

red.

out

he big cars were replaced with dinky
They hobhed along over abo
lined avenues in the northern Colorado city. (Collection of Pai

five

Car Number 34 looped through Fort Collin City Park A

downtown via Mountain Avenue.
The fare was never more than a nict

40

an_on nty minute schedule.

“Colleetion of Paul G

Garde)

Collection)

et
=

Before the automobi
tirement there were

Fort Collins Municipal Railway solved its safety, switching and transfer
problsmsswitk! an'm onieas ‘Sasls L Every Oty mioetes o o aFi(s
rs met on a wye in a downtown location. (Denver Public Library Western

drove the strectear off Coloradojs strects and into,re-
number of direct encounters. This one took p

41




st streetcars operated in Fort Collins. The much loved little line
Toded n 1095 (emmer Bubhc Library Western Collection)

Ater abandonmen of he Fort Colln sstem th e cars were quikly bought
up by museums and collectors. Here, Car 25 is on its way (0 4 new home in Victor,
Golorado, Others went (o the

ailroad Museum in Golden. One is at the Pioneer Museum in Fort Collins and
ot s ot Ploncer Villuge, Mindenr Nebruska: (Collecion of Pout G
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BOULDER

der, it seems, wasn't quite ready for the homcar street
railway thAL started to operate there in 1891. For less
vears later, the horses were sold and the rails and cars 25 Junked,

x years passed before lhe mehﬂl cny had another go with
a rarnd transit service. This lectric. The first line
ran Trom downtown Boulder te. the xew Chatauqua Park. Service
started in June of 1899 just in time for the opening of that year's
Chatauqua season.

in the new century after the company had weathered
several financial storms, expansion did get underway and the
system was extended to a total of five miles. Twenty cars were
in use. Single fares ere B good for twenty rides
could be bought for $1.

The Boulder smez Railway provided the people of thnt
unitersity town with a clean, comfortable and inexpensive way
get around for almost a third of a century. But m 1631 the electric
cars were replaced with a fleet of new Mack bus

Boulder's first clectric cars ran from the downtown section to Chatauqua  Park

in Jun me of the first, runs of the new Esiom:
¥ Photonvapher ond.atiist, whortn
1910, w ki{lea To's Tocks eoley wecdont (R Blmar Eochante. Coteston)
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Boulder electric car and motorless trailer pas “the bi Denver and Interurban electric car arriving in Boulder from the capitol city.
tram systems first line, (Allison Chandler Callection) The Jepot was at Twelfth and Pearl.”(Denver Public Library " Wester
Collection

i 1526) cas of the Demver and 'E"Bo'a R
Sometime during the 1920s, two new Birney cars were purchased for the e frequent nver, Boul o Spri
Boulder Railway. They weré in service untii abandonment n 1831, (Raflway o long the Toothils and into the mountains”. (Denver PUBGC

Exchange Collection) Library Western Collection
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e of Boulder's electric cars on theie road to retirement, June 1, 1931, Even
oulder’s streetcars traveied a fotal of over
te Historical Society of Colorado)

155000 . (i

TRINIDAD

The Trinidad Electric R: anman Company wasn't very popular
with at least some of the city's population. This is from The
Trinidad Chmmclz, April 28,1904

tched to a corner post proceeded to do acrobatic
Stunts that wonld be the envy of any circus horse when the fust
trolley’s head light came around the corner. They reared m
plunged, tried to climl) the pole, rolled their eyes, stood on their ears
and did a well defined hootchie-kootchie. The owner, too, was irate
and Eincrsl beautiful flow of cuss words in the direction of the

Fven 50, in the same issue of that paper, there was another
story about how the streets were jammed with people out to see
the new cars. At the moment they started their first trips into
the cny. every steam whistle in town sounded.

welve miles of track wound through the city and to the
coal camp= of Cokedale, Sopris and Starkville. Fare to the camps
was fifteen cents. Within the city, the fare was only five cents,

All new cars were put into serviee in 1917. Nine years later,
the line was abandon

h

hese were the jazzy new Mack buses that replaced Boulder's streetcars in
1950 Siate Historicst Sactety of Cotorady

46

The people r sl Trinidad depended on C. P. Treat's horsecar lie to g
them’around town. 5 Dhotograph ing the

Purgataire iver bridge. on Comtmerchat Sireet, CTne Auieonn Gt e
Trinadad, Colorado)
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Trinidad Electrie Railroad car barn just west of the
building ‘behing. the barn housed the plant (hat Generated. the pow

Clectic care. CThe: Antiman Colection Srate s Society

, with a. pnpuh“on
ty. (The ‘Aultman Col

The once busy coal camps of *oprll Cokedale and Starkville were also se
i pa affic cop had by the Trinidad trolley sysiem. There were iwo cars to the coal camps every
ueﬂ mlerueuon (’l‘he Aultman Collection, State hour, and t} m lnll ﬂle eny was. (nﬂnn cents. (The Aultman
ociety ol Cnloudn) Collection, Slne Hi Lurull Society of Colorado)
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o | 5004

e it s wsanoeas.

Grand Junction's horsecar, 1890. The city took over the line when

t the
ompany Tel Bekind i i1 5 and lcense paymente. (Denver Publc Librar
Western Collectior i S o

— s
d Junction’s Main Avenue in 1909, soon after the electric

G cars started
running there. er Public Library Western Collection)’
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GRAND JUNCTION

In 1890, the Grand Junction Queet Car Company was organized,
and for over elewn years it ran two horsecars over one and one-half
miles of track o rincipal -streets. When the com)
defaulted in their pl}ment of taxes and license fees, the city took
it over making it what was probably the nation’s first municipally
owned transit system.

Several attempts were made to get some company to build

modern transportation system for the growing city, but it wasn't
until 1508 that capital became available and the Grand Junction
and Grand River Valley Railway Company was organized. In
1909, their electric cars started rolling over three miles of track
within the city. The following year, a sixteen mile interurban
line was built to Fruita.

Colorado Spnnng= industrialists, including Spencer Penrose who
built the famed Broadmoor Hotel, bought the railroad in 1914,
and changed the name to Grand River Valley Railway Company.
They operated it until 1926.

In 1928, all streetear service in the city of Grand Junction
yas discontinued. But the interurban cars ran to Fruita and back
for a few yeaw more.

=2
ruia Car,” half open and half closed, at the corner of Fourth Street
ot 0oty G o (e EBR A ey P oaie
Electiony
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This was Grand Junction's Main Avenue in 1925, three years before the street
cars stopped running in the western slope city. (State Historical Society of
Colorado)

Durango, during the gay nineties, looked very much like a city with its Main
Avenue ‘lectrc. car Hne. (Collection of . ‘Alva-Shors, Dorangor Coloraduy
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DURANGO

Travelers were more than surprised when, in 1883, they arrived
in little Durango to find horsecars waiting for them at the depot.
Fewer than 3,500 people lived there then, and towns that size
Just didn’t have street railway systems.

The one and one-half mile line ran from the depot to the
Animas River on Main Avenue. Established in 1883, it was first
known as the Durango Suburban Street Railway.

The line was electrified and expanded in 1892 and expanded
again in 1904. By then, its electric cars were running over about
two and one-half miles of track. The equipment consisted of three
closed cars, two open cars and one snow. plow.

Hard times came upon the company in the early 1900s and to
keep the little line going, it sold off some of the real estate it
owned, a piece at a time. Then, it borrowed money from its
stockholders and cancelled all free passes. It was beginning to
look hopeless.

In 1919, the company asked the Public Utilities Commission for
permission to end streetcar service in Durango. It was granted
and in 1920, the cars stopped rolling there,

open cars provided popular summertime transportation o
Coliecion of Eivin 1! Cobb, Durange. Coloramay

Durango's colorful
Brookside Park. ({
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LEADVILLE

. When Leadville was Colorado’s second largest city, it boasted

£ - 2 modest street railway which ran almost the full length of

Avenue and then down Chestnut street. Service on the

||l fated little horsecar line started in the early 1880s and continued
for only a very few years.

: The line was plagued with problems from the start. Service,
the people of the city claimed, was much too slow. The big cars were

mitted this in an 1882 Daily Herald interview.

But that wasn't the only. problem. At an levation of 10.152
feet, snow comes early and piles deep. It covered the rails, froze
ther under and made it next to jmpossible for even the ¢ cnmp;ny s
big crew to keep the tracks open. Sleighs were sometimes pressed
into service until the spring thaw.

If the Leadville mining boom had continued, the city might
Double-truck electric cars, Number 7 and Number § were put to use m., have had the “neat and speedy” transportation service the Daily
Durango in 1901. r’l}h;y\ﬂ‘u :l:d the “l‘-l-;x: ‘; e Herald wrote about. Plans were indeed underway to buy lighter

oSl s e bk more modern cars. Horses were going to replace the slower mules
and new lines were going to be built on which the horsecars were
to run on a regular schedule.

Keegan Collection

ic carscrosin the Anima Hiver on the Main Avenue
e T e on s treniy, mivste eopodule, The tare wis gudvlle i uted horscar v ran only o few blocks and . few sear.
Thve comti itate Historical Society of Colorado ) r ibple Creek artist, Charley Frizzell)
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ASPEN

For a few short years, during he carly part of the 1890's alile
horsecar line operated in Aspen. Only two miles long, the tracks zig-
zagged from the Colorado Midland depot at the foot of Hunter
Street to the northwest city limits. There were tracks along Mill and

Galena _Streets and Hyman and Cooper Avenues, forming
something of a *“loop” in the downtown area.

Two open cars traveled over the city’s mini-system adding
something of a metropolitan flair to the bustling silver mining town.
The system was known as The Aspen City Railway.

Aspen's two It horsecars traveld over two mils o track serving 8 very large
part of the city. The system *‘employed” five horses. (Aspen Historical Society)
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Galena Street in 1890 Aspen with one of the horsecars of the Aspen City Railway in
the distance. (Collection of James E. Kunkle)

lena Street 100 years later. (Cy
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CETERA

Canon City and Florence came so close to having a trolley sys-
tem it deserves mention. Had the plan developed, it would have
been one of Colorado’s most ambitious transportation systems.

The Florence Electric Railway was incorporated at the turn-of-
the-century when Florence was a thriving mining, milling and
transportation center. The plan was to build an electric car line
between Florence and Canon City with a later extension into the
Coal Creek and Rockvale coal mining district.

Rolling stock, rail and all the necessary electrical gear was
ordered and construction began in 1901. Several blocks of track
were laid along Florence’s Main and Second Streets. Then, some of
the promised financial backing was withdrawn and the project
collapsed.

Other Colorado communities for which streetcar systems were
planned include La Junta, Gunnison, Montrose, Monte Vista, and
even little Palmer Lake.

of the cars built by the American Car Company of St. Louis for The
Florence Electric Railway. The Colorado company collapsed aifer a few blocks of
ik were laid and the ¢ars were never put (o use

This s
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